[Legal aspects of medication prescription].
Legal directives concerning drug treatment prescription mainly focus on drug safety, conduct of clinical trials according to good clinical practice, foundation of drug therapy on solid evidence, and, in view of rapidly increasing drug expenditures, on control of costs spent on drugs by health insurance systems. Legal aspects of drug treatment are discussed in this paper, with emphasis on current interests such as pharmacovigilance and off-label drug use, as well as on primary duties of the physicians in charge of drug prescriptions.